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Western Cape Street Children’s Forum
MINUTES OF THE WCSCF Monthly Meeting
 

Wednesday 17 May 2017, 10h00–12h00 

@ Salesian Institute, Somerset Road
ATTENDANCE:   Nick Van Rooyen (Teahmo), Vuyokazi Ntalima (KBSJSRA), Wilma Piek (VRCID), Elishia Martin (TAMAM), Andile Ndikandika (Salesians), Karen Bailey (Claremont CID),  Abdul Kerbelker (Claremont CID), Janice King (WCSCF), Joane Franken (SA Kinderhuis) and  Colleen Brookes-Gain (WCSCF)
APOLOGIES:  Jane Gelderman (Fisantekraal Centre For Dev), Sally  Do Nascimento (Mr P Foundation), Hilda O’ Callaghan (PB), Jonathan Mquobongo (DSD), Herman Smit (CAP), Julene Conradie (Badisa Wynberg), Marion Thomas (KBSJSRA), Isobel Swart (Badisa ER), Stacey Doorley-Jones (2nd Chance), Headman Siralala (CCID) and  Pam Jackson (Ons Plek)
1. WELCOME. Nick welcomed everyone. 
2. Minutes of last meeting & matters arising.  Nick proposed the minutes and Wilma accepted them.
Agenda Points Added:  

· Swrkers and their involvement in follow up (wrt Point 4) 
3. Introductions and Participants Concerns: 
Nick asked that as everyone introduces themself to take a minute and share any topics or ideas, concerns or operational issues that they feel needs to be spoken about and whether our roles as a forum could be used as a collective voice.  It would also be useful for us as the execs to populate our brainstorming list.  

The system not helping the children on the street.

Elishia:  There was a difference between a child on and a child off the street. Tamam went through the same challenging hiccup trying to change a name.  Point of concern was the amount and availability of drugs on the street. People sit with TIK and oonga next to Security Guards under their blankets and do it and everybody knows its happening but nothing is done about it. 
Wilma: Children in her area were being used as runners and becoming criminalised.  Recently they and a case where a child wanted to get out and go to rehab.  He was taken to Badisa Tygerberg. But he was reintegrated with his family and he had to eventually leave the area because of gang violence and nobody could help him which just adds to the frustration.

Lack of services for youth in communities, especially ‘school drop outs’

Andile: His point of concern was the entry level of youth who were on the verge of going to the street as that was their focus area.  The frustration was that there aren’t many services for these guys who were just hanging around in their communities with nothing to do.  When they are referred to programs where they could benefit then they don’t meet the criteria/ don’t fit in.  They are usually the drop outs and if they want to go back to school then the school doesn’t want to take them.
Schools refusing to re-admit ‘at risk’ children.
Joane: They have a 14 year old in gr 5 Afrikaans speaking and the only Afrikaans speaking school in the area is Jan Van Riebeek who doesn’t want to take him.   SA Kinderhuis can’t take him even though they have space because of the issue of struggling to find a school to accommodate him. 
Elishia: felt the school was discriminating against the child, however that maybe they should look at homeschooling where the curriculum was more suited to children who had been on the street. She asked if Salesians took children like that.  Andile responded that Salesians they were currently taking young children at risk who are still attending school.  Salesians was currently relooking at their whole system and soon as he knows what the outcome is, then he will give the feedback. 
Wilma replied that the Children from Bettys Bay doing the Ministry education will be having the same problem when they were done because they are not in mainstream school.
Janice said that at the last meeting they had Alistair Mather from WCED who was busy with the Skills School project.  Wrt the 14 yr old Janice could put them in contact with the school SW from that area.  Also suggested School of Hope in Mowbray who are known to be very accepting of children, especially those no one else wants.
SOP – quarterly review it

Abdul feels that the SOP needs to be reviewed quarterly and the question should be asked “is this still the practice?” There should be a common database as numbers would be useful especially wrt homeless issues.  And it’s important that the numbers are accurate as are the definitions.

The term “Street Child”?  

Janice: Should we be referring to them as Street Children? We inherited the title in the name, and an email address that says “wcstreetchild”. Should we change it for political correctness?  …better to say “a child on the street” rather than labelling a Street Child?  The Dept. restricts us when we talk about other issues surrounding vulnerable children, saying “it’s not your area of operation”.  Maybe if we broadened our focus (maybe change the name), but the concern then is who is going to work with children on the street as it is a neglected area, with roleplayers avoiding dealing with them. 

Numbers of children on the streets

Nick:  One of the things we’re discussing in our strategic plan, is that of getting accurate figures of the numbers of children on the street, not just in the CBD’s, but all over.  We need to be preventative but we also need to know current numbers, otherwise we won’t know how to proceed. It would be a huge research project, consisting of cross-sectoral input of many stakeholders; well-considered questions (such as: place of origin/ family background.).  We can draw on universities students to assist.  We must get involved with community leaders /Local NGO’s / community members (whether it’s the Aunty who has the aftercare, etc) for a snapshot view of what’s actually happening in the communities;  resulting in a document that can be used by the sector to make realistic plans.  
4. Coordinator’s Feedback

DSD Funding:   We have confirmation of our funding from DSD for the current financial year. We suggested alternative Drop In Centres to be added to the TPA agreed areas of work.  Our contact agreed to the addition of a Drop In Centre in Delft and one in Calitzdorp, so we will also be supporting these new projects.  

5. Street view.  
North Central (Parow and Bellville)   As the area is so big, the “Northern Suburbs SC Forum” as split and Wilma had started a sub-forum of roleplayers in Parow /Belville areas.  

· Parow has 12 children. Some have been integrated with their families. Follow up occurs every 2nd week
· Bellville always has children with parents.  VR CID employ a zero tolerance for parents living with children on the street, so the situation is mostly under control.

· Many of the children on the street have been through ‘the system’ (before and after the SOP), so they run away when they see the Social Workers.  A Congolese couple are doing work amongst the street children - an amazing couple.  The Central Street Children sector are currently looking for premises for a DIC in Parow.

Claremont

Claremont Improvement Disctrict, Abdul: CIDC did a survey:   40 street people but no street chidlren.  One mom and child are being helped by Badisa Wynberg, but there are hitches with this process….  SAPS said they would keep them and investigate, but the next day there was no record of the mom and child.   SAPS say the social aspect ‘isn’t their thing’ and refers them to Law Enforcement.  Even though we explain SAPS’s responsibility with children, it needs to be said over and over again.  With the adults in their area, they work with U-turn, The Haven and SAPS.  Aside from the street people, there are also criminals involved and lots of prostitution.
6. WCSCF Strategic Document

We are on the final stages of the document.  It will be circulated to the Forum once it is complete.  

7. Constitution
The Executive feel that one or two things need changing.  They will be dealt with at the AGM on the 30TH August. 
8. AGM – 30 August 2017
Venue to be announced.  

9. The possible “Indaba”
The objective is to get stakeholders and InterSectoral Dept. heads in one room to discuss pertinent issues relating to the sector.  Decision Makers need to hear it from the bottom up, as hard as it might be, but they need an accurate reflection on the situation. The topics are still to be finalized, but need to be Outcomes-based.  Concerns raised today will be added.  Some include:  
Shortage of Social Workers

· eg Andrea (head of Street Children Dedicated Team at CT Local DSD Office) still has about 140 cases of which 30 are street children.  It means the team has not yet been ‘dedicated’ by those in charge.  This number of cases must be impossible for her to manage.    This is also the case with the ‘team’ in Metro South.  It is not sustainable or effective.  No wonder Social Workers are leaving the profession.
· Although CT Local Office has a good relationship with Lindelani this should be happening throughout the Cape – Favoritism for wealthier, tourist areas.  
· Another reason why getting accurate number of children in need of care and protection is needed.

Foster care. 
Reducing children in (non-secure) Child Care Centres would make more space available for the many ‘hardened’ cases.  We should include this topic in the indaba, inviting ABBA and Give a Child a Family, to address increasing the number of available Foster Homes.  (The fostercare backlog applies to the renewal of children already in foster care, not new ones.)  

The idea of School hostels was raised, an old strategy providing a safe structured environment to complete education.  Is this option still available /still being used?
Prevention should be a focus of the Indaba.  We can’t ignore the current situation.  Including the Dept of Education.
10. Any Other Business

More central venue for the WCSCF General Meeting.  We are wanting to change the venue and make the CTCBD Meeting a separate Sub-Forum.  The new venue would need to have plenty of safe parking.
11. Next meeting:  28th June 2017

Signature:  -------------------------------------


Signature: ---------------------------------------------
Enquiries:   Janice King (WCSCF Coordinator)    Cell: 072 4500 456
  Email:  wcstreetchild@gmail.com
