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	 STREET CHILDREN MEETING

MINUTES 2019-03-05 @ 12:00
SEA POINT SAPS BOARD ROOM


CHAIRPERSON:  MR. ALFRED DE VRIES
	A.
PROCEDURAL



	1. ATTENDANCE
        LIST
	As per attached.

	2.  APOLOGIES
	Lt Col Engelbrecht – Captain Petersen standing in.

	3. INTRODUCTION
	Everyone introduced themselves
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Captain Munro
	Initially discussion related to Victoria’s actions in the area.  A meeting was held, Victoria was contacted, she initially indicated that she will attend, however, she relayed to me that her husband advised her not to be involved with this matter anymore, so she will.
Main purpose of meeting making contact with each other and deciding what we are going to do about Victioria as she seems not to stop.  

A year ago, you were going to obtain a legal opinion, I have not been privy to that legal opinion.  I feel as though we are in the same position as before, as Victioria tells everyone that she is the street children’s social worker.
Letter drafted by our legal team with regard to Victoria’s conduct – especially impersonating social workers, however not enough substance to the issue, photo;s, portfolio of evidence to take it to court.  The idea was to serve the letter at this meeting. 

What does the letter states?

She’s allowed to interact as an individual, but not allowed to impersonate social workers.  We can serve the letter on her if we can obtain her valid address.  I think she was informed that the letter might be served today, hence her not being here.

The damage has been done and for those who don’t know, what had happened, initially she befriended the street children and saying that she’s a social worker and then the children increased, she would meet them at Shoprite for example. The children then threaten the citizens.

Why weren’t they arrested as children for being in conflict with the Law? Why did SAPS not deal with it in that way?

She meets them on a Friday afternoon.  People are afraid to go into Standard bank. Whilst waiting on her they threw fruit at someone’s car. They threaten the people to give them money.

Her relationship with the kids are very strong and they are also intimidating her (Victoria).
The Court Order must be changed to children in conflict with the Law.
With regards to criminal activities, SAPS can contact us and we will have the child assessed, but children need to arrested, and due process followed.
I have no sympathy for Victoria wrt her being intimidated by the children.  She has brought this upon herself.  Everyone has a right to their safety and tried to assist her but she does whatever she wants to. She has told them that she is their protector.  People feel unsafe around these children.
SAPS need to come aboard.

We have to find out from the IO (investigating officer) of those cases.  The probation officers are contacted but it can be difficult to get hold of them.
I will provide you with the contact list.
Let us take the opportunities where children are in conflict with the Law to utilize that avenue. 
Children are arrested immediately and processed.  
Case numbers & kids in question  - information / outcome of the cases

If we can have a list of the kids involved and see Victoria’s involvement and have a portfolio of evidence of her involvement with them. 
I think we should focus on the children.
The problem is, SAPS do not come forward to the party, they have been given the information and contact details and yet SAPS do not respond, maybe it’s too much trouble for them, or it depends on which shift is working.
Wrt transportation of the child, we do not always have the resources to transport the child, like unmarked vehicle.

You can call Social Development number:  071 815 0920 (children in need of care and 063 135 1907 children assessment.

I will forward the after hour list. You can also phone me if there is a problem.  We are working with two Acts. The Children’s Act and the Child Justice Act.
We also have marked vehicles.  SAPS can bring the child to our office in Cape Town – two children for example as the facilities are full.

We are there to assist wrt Victoria;s  situation, can I ask that SAPS  start tracing the different cases and what is  going on, affidavits, video’s in order to establish how things are connected to each other.

When it comes to taking photos, remember we are not all protected.
It is find, as long as nothing is placed on social media.  We all have our rights.

No.7 on Agenda:  we identify children who have been on the streets a day or two, like day strollers, naughty kids, kids providing for their families and then we can also distinguish who are the hardened street children. With regard to taking pictures of the children, ethically it is not correct but it is important for profiling.

Can we use the 17 photos we have already, then that will limit how much we 

Take.  If it is dealt with in a confidential manner.

We are able to identify children and correctly place them back where they belong due to having photographs.

It photos are taken, can it be sent to us for profiling purposes?

Can SAPS legal services give their legal opinion on taking the pictures of children?

Yes, in as far as it affects SAPS, however it will be in line with the general discussion held here, where the intention of party’s involved, proper control / management of the material needs to be in place.

Placing children in Homesteads are not effective placement for the children.  Can something not be done about the Homesteads?
Can you do something about it Theodore
Technically no

Okay I can

I was at Homestead in Woodstock asking a field worker assistance wrt taking child to Homestead and the social worker said no.  The car was being used by social worker but not by the field worker.
Can social development have the court orders change?  Varied?

If we apply at court, the presiding officer will decide whether to vary the court order or not.

Social Development children who have absconded from the Homestead, what happens to them legally?

If they are at Homestead by court order and the child’s absconds, something should be done.

What a social worker in Stellenbosch told me wrt children that were already hardened, they would allow children to go and beg during the day and come home at night “open door policy”.
Multi-purpose Centre, they run very well. They don’t take a hardened kid but they do very well, but it has to go to social workers in order for the children to be there.
Wrt children outside the SABC in Beach Road, before the children are dealt with in terms of Section 70 of the Children’s Act for Absconding, the social workers first have to determine availability of accommodation for the children.

This is sad if this is how we are running things, there are funds being provided but not correctly utilized.

“Child from Clicks Pharmacy” will be dealt with as a separate issue.

Once the children see that the police are doing something to remove them, maybe it will be deterrence for them. 
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