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 Western Cape Street Children’s Forum Meeting

Date:     Wed 26th March 2014, 9:30-11:30am
Venue:  Salesian Institute Hall
ATTENDANCE:  Pam Jackson (OnsPlek), Pat Eddy (CCID), Isabel Swarts (Badisa), Paul Hooper (Homestead), Bradley Braithwaite (GreenPoint NHW), Geraldine Kilian (GPCID), Greg Andrews (Street Peoples Forum), Denro Le Roux (CID), Dawie Marais (CTMSC), Cobus & Eleshia Martin (Tamam), Elmari Janse van Vurren (Teahmo), Nick van Rooyen (Teahmo), Aloise van der Merwe (OnsPlek), Janice Sparg (WCSCF).
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES:  Pam welcomed all present.  Apologies were received from Charmaine Germishuys (WCSCF Chair), Gerrie Smit (New Life), Gerald Jacobs (Mamelani), Sandra Morreira (NASC), Headman Sirala-rala (CCID), Colleen Pietersen (TLC Tableview).  
 1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Accepted by Dawie, seconded by Paul.
 2. MATTERS ARISING.     None
AGENDA
 3. WCSCF Reportback. 
(a) Schools visit.  A result of the visit at Edward Primary School in Clarke Estate – Mark from the CT Multi Service Centre Clarke Estate Satellite Office is to visit the school to render services on the 9th April.  
(b) Norms and Standards at Drop In Centres (for TPA).  Janice developed a Checklist Template outlining all that needed to be done to make the Drop In Centre’s Compliant with the Children’s Act’s Norms and Standards. The last two Drop In Centres to visit were The Homestead and Elkana in Malmesbury.  Janice met with The Homestead on 4th March and is to visit Elkana on 15th April.   Follow up with all Drop In Centre Manager has been done to encourage them to address the outstanding parts in the checklist.  This will be continued.  It was requested that an example of the Template be sent to the members of the WCSCF.  Janice will do this.

(c) PCPC (Provincial Child Protection Committee Meeting).   Janice reported back to the Meeting regarding the topics covered at the Provincial meeting, saying how worthwhile they were:

· Think Twice:  Pre & Primary School programme for building foundations for healthy sexuality.  Jerry Giraffe  (age 4-6), Lindiwe LadyBird (age 6-7), Mr Wiggly Worm (age 8-9), Hope the Hippo (age 10-12).  Can be used by anyone working with Children to help give them a voice, to verbalise feelings and disclose experiences.  Based in Wynberg.  Contact Moussa@thinktwice.org.za – 021-7622979 or 021-761 3338.  YO (Youth Outreach), Stellenbosch is having the training on the 16th April at R350 per person.  Get feedback regarding the training programme.

· Child Death Review:  Children’s Institute, UCT, running a pilot project (connected to Salt River Mortuary & a KZN Mortuary) to research child deaths (in middle to low income settings) in the context of violence in SA.  The pilot uses a Multi-Disciplinary Team (Forensic Pathologist, Paediatrician, Social Worker Police Officer, Prosecutor, Dept of Health) to study the deaths over the year (2013) to identify (a) how child deaths can be prevented, (b) barriers in reporting, (c) better Court outcomes and Family interventions, (d) feed into improved policy for child protection.  What this pilot has revealed so far shows similar issues that we are facing with street children, ie, that the Systems (Sectors) are not talking to each other, and this results in vulnerable children falling through the cracks. Death is obviously the worst case scenario, but if they can manage through this process to improve policy and processes at the worst level, it will filter down into improved processes for the children that we work with too.
· Section 44: Jurisdiction of Children’s Courts.  This discussion, pertinent to our Sector, was postponed until the next PCPC in 3 months.
· Elipepsy SA:  Having seen that the usual forms (Form 22 and Form 36) do not provide for children and youth with disabilities, Epilepsy SA is developing a ‘uniform referral pathway/protocol’ appropriate for the effective referral and service delivery for children and youth with disabilities.
· DSD Funding Process.  There was no call for proposals in 2014/15, but rather current funding was assessed and usually rolled over (unless otherwise informed).  TPA Contracts for this funding year are complete and awaiting approval of submission, and DSD said they are expecting an improved turnaround time.  For the 2015/16 funding year, DSD will be putting out a big call for proposals, from at the latest in July 2014.  Shirley Davis told the ‘Prevention and Early Intervention (PEI) Summit’ that “DSD is going to do their utmost to fund quality PEI programmes in the province” and that funding of PEI programmes will be in addition to the funding given for current (non PEI) programmes”.  Shirley clarified that proposals need to be based on four documents, being:
(i) National Strategic Plan

(ii) National Guidelines on PEI: principles and core elements on the design of pei programmes

(iii) Categories of PEI

(iv) Assessment Tool for PEI – how DSD will assess the programmes.

These documents are attached and DSD, in conjuction with the WCSCF, will be organising a presentation on PEI and these documents shortly.
· Child Labour “Mothers begging with Babies”. Ivan Polson, an inspector with the Dept of Labour, addressed this issue at the PCPC meeting.   Referring to Chapter 6 of the Basic Conditions of Employment, he explained:  Current Labour Legislation uses the word “labour” which requires the presence of an “employer” to prove ‘child labour’. The Act is at present being changed to use the word “work”, which precludes the necessity to prove there is an “employer”.  All the word “work” requires is to prove that there has been “renumeration” for work done.  Child Labour is not a civil matter, but a criminal matter, which is difficult because the burden of proof lies with the Court to prove guilt beyond reasonable doubt.  An inspector from the Dept of Labour is mandated to ‘promote, monitor and enforce the compliance of employment law’.  Mr Polson acknowledged the doubt that inspectors have in identifying ‘child labour’ and in reference to an example of a 10yr old selling newspapers in Somerset West, said “all these should be addressed, but there are different degrees of seriousness” which arrest their time.  He said when finding and reporting a ‘Child in need of Care’, a Form 22 must be used, but it is “nightmare”.  Mr Polson said that the resources are available, and once the wording is changed, we need to discuss, strategize  and agree to the “how”.  In the PEI group, the question raised was “what can a member of public do when they see a mother begging with a baby on the street.  Shirley Davis asked the WCSCF to work with Ivan Polson to coordinate a collaborative group to develop and draft a proposal on this issue, with the group members consisting of DSD Child care & Protection, Dept of Labour, SAPS, City of Cape Town and CID’s.  Janice to do this.
(d) Regional Forums.  The WCSCF has been involved in Regional forums operating in Brackenfell, the Swartland and a new initiative starting in Camps Bay.
· Brackenfell.  Paul and Nick reported back regarding their very successful Brackenfell Imbizo (20 March) in which Paul and Janice shared and participated.  The Imbizo has a good cross-Sector representation and the Community participants are excited about the progress in the development of a flow chart for dealing with children living, working and begging on the street.  Gaps and blockages were identified, and new connections made, roles and responsibilities discussed and clarified.  Janice showed the meeting the powerpoint flow chart that had been developed and extended for the area.  Good things are going to come out of this Brackenfell collaboration.
· Swartland Social Development Forum.  The Swartland community can be congratulated for the successful development and implementation of their Social Development Forum, which was officially launch on the 13 March 2014 in Malmesbury.  We celebrate their perseverance and the fact that, since 2008, they have managed to set up a model example of collaboration, through sustainable partnerships, sourcing the professional cooperation and participation of all Roleplayers in their community -  DSD, the Municipality, NGO’s, School, Correctional Services, SAPS, CBO’s, etc.  Their four current focus areas are:  Substance Abuse, Child Protection, Victim Empowerment and School Drop Outs.  News from Elkana Drop In Centre is that they no longer have street children in Malmesbury.  We can learn a lot from what they have set up here, and are encouraged that it can be done.  Well done, Swartland!!
(e) Hardened Street Kids Forum.  
Two of the long term hardened street children, who have lived on the street for many years and were addicted to heroine, have been successfully transitioned out of street life and into rehabilitation centres and long term Child and Youth Care Centres, through the coordinated work of the Hardened Street Children’s Forum. This has been the joint effort of the many, involved Roleplayers, from Statutory Services (Local and Regional DSD Probation Offices), to NGO’s (Homestead), SAPS, CID Social Department and Fieldworkers (CT, Obs, BoKaap, Green/Sea Point), to Neighbourhood Watch’s, and of course the WCSCF.  We have a way to go, but are encouraged that our collaborative approach does yield positive results to help the children.
(f) WC Youth Development Forum.
The WCYDF meetings will mostly be taking place at Mamelani this year (20 Durham Rd, Salt River, in the Wesley Training Centre building) with alternative venues approximately once a quarter.  Attendance is pleasing and enthusiastic, with those participating expressing a real desire for the opportunity the Youth Forum affords them to experience the Key Areas, being:

· Who’s doing what, and where.

· Sharing opportunities, info and needs

· Youth Practice discussion and case studies
· Support and debriefing

A Sub Forum for Director of NGO’s is to be formed for those interested in getting together to discuss issues specific to those experiencing leading organisations under pressure.  Please contact Janice, if you would like to be included in this group, which does not need to be limited to Youth organisations.

Youth Forum meeting dates for the year are as follows, from 9:30 – 11:30am:

9th April, 2014 

14th May, 2014

11 June, 2014 (Swellendam)

9th July, 2014 

13th August, 2014

10th September, 2014

8th October, 2014

12th November (final meeting of the year)
(g) Other Forum Feedback:

· Efforts with the Child Juvenile Court in Cape Town have not as yet yielded satisfactory results.  The response is always favourable from them, but has not yet resulted in action.  I will continue to seek out the re-establishment of the Child Justice Forum, which seems to be the only route favourable to the Court for a partnership.  Fortunately our positive working relationship with the DSD CT Local Office Probation Officers does give street children issues an opening. 
· DSD Prevention and Early Intervention Proposal Call – WCSCF involvement in the process of Capacity Building for the design and development of programmes.  Exec to discuss how this fits in to our TPA and the way forward.
· Final quarterly and progress reports due for DSD and Community Chest in the first 2 weeks of April.
 4. Current Street View.
BoKaap:  Cobus and Eleshia from Tamam expressed concern regarding the growing (since 2010) group of people, including children and mothers with babies, living near Kloof Nek Road, opp the Lifestyle Centre Mall. Perhaps this spot, near the burnt out house, is replacing the ‘cryppie’, but it is very dirty, with rubbish everywhere, and lots of food and money flowing into it, especially from the Church right near there, who are feeding about 200 a week and indescriminately handing out money.  Geraldine said that Denro is working in the BoKaap and the Kraal.  LaRochelle says the people run to the police horse farm, near where the annumitions are kept. The Martins were going to do research that next week and will report back to the Forum.  Bradley said there was to be a BoKaap Imbizo on the 1 April that should yield much information and clarification.  Janice to connect with the Martins before the next meeting to get feedback. 

Bradley also told the Meeting about the recent ruling by Judge Gamble stating “an illegal structure can be a home” and therefore cannot be removed, which he stated could have devastating effects for the work of the DPU.
Camps Bay (Ricardo Beukes): 10 -20 kids from Valhallla Park, Kalksteenfontein & Netrecht.  Same children as Woodstock and CT.  Children begging aggressively and stealing handbags.  First Camps Ba Street Children’s meeting to take place on the 4th April to get roleplayers together to discuss issues.  DSD Langa 2 designated Social Workers to be invited so that definite progress can be planned for. Updated Anti-begging material is needed in the area to be handed out during the last few weeks of the summer season.
Afterhours service 
· All to please send complaint reports to DSD Supervisor and to Janice. Let’s try to move forward with this matter this year!

 5. The Way Forward for WCSCF in 2014
Quarterly Workshops for the Sector - Issues to be addressed: 

· Capacity building:  Get Gerrie to do his course to the Sector in Cape Town.  
· Understanding and responding to Prevention and Early Intervention Programmes (PEI): how to write up a relevant programme.

· “Self-sustainable” NGO’s

· Gangsterism – get Christopher Ham to come talk

· Parenting Skills Workshop 

· Substance Abuse Workshop

· CYCC’s: “Children out of harmful institutions”  article sent out
Research Topics:

(1.) Power taken away from the CYCC’s – Multi-disciplinary Meetings.  When CYCC / Shelter calls a meeting, external Social Worker doesn’t come.  Power needs to be given back to the CYCC /Shelter.

(2.) CYCW Training – NACCW, “it’s just not happening”.  Huis van Heerde using Hugenot College, Wellington (CEFA).  Janice to investigate and send details out.
National Street Children Alliance:  Janice and Sandra to connect with what is happening Nationally.  Grow the Forum to start effecting kids nationally.

 6. Opportunities and any other Business.  
· Gerrie Smit, New Life Projects, is offering training on “Understanding child and family behaviour in the context of extreme poverty: Working towards a conceptual map”.  This training is based on Gerrie’s extensive research into the topic.  The one day (9am-4pm) training will take place at your organisation (DIC’s, CYCC’s, NGO’s) and will be for all your staff.  Training is free and includes a follow up session in a few months.  Bring your own lunch.  NGO’s who are interested can contact Gerrie at g.smit@vodamail.co.za by 18 March to negotiate dates and numbers.  (See advert attached.)
· Gerrie is looking for an NGO who is willing to accommodate a Researcher from London.  The Researcher is an Art Therapist and wants to work with an NGO for about 3-6 weeks to conduct research on “Art Therapy as a tool for client self development and identity development”.  Please contact Gerrie at g.smit@vodamail.co.za.
 7. NEXT MEETING:  30 April 2014 
   (please diarise now)
 8. CLOSE
  Enquiries:   Janice Sparg (WCSCF Coordinator)    Cell: 072 424 3977
  Email:  wcstreetchild@gmail.com  

