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 Western Cape Street Children’s Forum
MINUTES OF THE WCSCF AGM Meeting
 


Wednesday 12th September 2018, 10h00–13h00 

@ Rylands Library, Gatesville
ATTENDANCE:   Nick Van Rooyen (Teahmo),  Washiela Behardien (SOS), Alois Aloo (SOS), Pat Eddy (CCID), Wilma Piek (VRCID),  Marion Thomas (KBSJSRA), Reinette Retief (Streetsmart), Danie Murray ( Taking Hands), Dawie Marais (CTMSC), Allistair Sholtz (VRCID), Veronica Geduldt (VRCID),  Elizabeth Horne (KRAC), Samantha Mohammed (KBSJSRA), Albane Thiolett (Justice Desk), Daniele Mutserwa (Justice Desk), Doray September (YO Stellenbosch), Cornel Cilliers (YO Stellenbosch), Amber-Rose Potter (Badisa Trio), Dianne Berends (Badisa Trio), Glenton Sonamli (RSC),  Bobby Chetty (PAL),  Ignatius France (Justice Desk), Herman Smit (CAP), Colleen Brookes-Gain (WCSCF), Janice King (WCSCF).
APOLOGIES: Vashti De Villiers (Industrial ministries), Sandra Leuwner( Industrial ministries),  Clive McMinn (Bettaway), Sandra Collins (SA Childrens Homes), Brenda Wall (Masizama), Colleen Pietersen (TLC),  Stacey Doorly-Jones (Strand), Betty Niewoudt (CWSA), Karolien Wesselink (CTMSC).
1. WELCOME. Nick welcomed everyone and introductions went around the room.  
2. Guest Speaker: Ignatius France from the Justice Desk

Ignatius comes from the small town of De Aar in the Northern Cape. He’s a UCT graduate, obtaining his Social Science degree majoring in Public Policy and Administration and also Sociology.  He previously worked for the Justice and Peace Commission in the Archdiocese of Cape Town. He has been working for Anglican Church’s HOPE Africa org and is responsible for the capacity building programme of the organisation having extensive knowledge and experience in coordinating and conducting various forms of training.
Topic: Human Trafficking in the Western Cape. 
Many people have heard the term “human trafficking.” But many find it hard to explain precisely what it is.

Human trafficking is: “The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of threats or use of force or coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power, of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.”
Human trafficking has three core components – the ‘act’, the ‘means’, and the ‘purpose’.

 The ‘act’ refers to the way in which the person is recruited or moved.

The ‘means’ is the coercion used to carry out the recruitment or movement, and includes deception. This could be when someone decides to makes a trip to take up a job, which doesn’t actually exist.

Finally, the ‘purpose’ refers to the motivation of the trafficker, the way in which they are seeking to exploit the victim. This could be for their labour, for sexual exploitation, forced marriages forced labor, child soldiers or even for their organs. There’s a documentary done in 2014 in the Eastern Cape about girls aged 14 who soon as they have had their first period are forced into marriage with elderly men. 
All three of these components must be present in a case of human trafficking, a form of modern slavery. There is one exception.
In the case of children, human trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, and/or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation. Only the ‘act’ and the ‘purpose’ are included on account of children’s vulnerability.
· Human trafficking has been going on for a very long time. 
· It’s only recently that its getting the attention it warrants.  
· About 10 -30 million people are being trafficked globally. 
· Human trafficking is a global multimillion industry and Metro Cities are target areas of trafficking. 
· Human trafficking is a low risk, very profitable crime. Today there are more slaves than during the time of slavery.
· The trafficking of men, women and children is a real issue in South Africa, and across the world. It can be happening as close as next door without your knowledge.
·  It is a tragic reality that a child goes missing in South Africa every 6 hours. In the past 10 years, 900 of these South African children have yet to be found.
· Out of the 196 countries in the world, 136 have criminalized human trafficking.

· However, there are few prosecutions, making it a crime with little deterrent. In that regard the law will use the term “kidnapping” or any other charges to bring these traffickers to book.
Human trafficking is different from “people smuggling”. Smugglers transport people so that they can reach a destination, usually illegally and for a fee. Sometimes a person pays to be smuggled but finds on arrival, that they have been trafficked into exploitation.
Cape Town has access to rail, air, and sea travel and is thus a perfect point of entry, or exit or residence.  People are brought down from other provinces or other African countries and housed in Cape Town and since Cape Town is the furthest that they can go……people are then trafficked to other countries via sea.  There are also people trafficked into forced domestic labour from other provinces or rural places.
(Video featuring Griselda Grootboom was shown.  She had been trafficked by ‘a friend’.

What can you do?

Create awareness in your street and community.
· It’s important that vulnerable children and street children have knowledge of HT as it can save them from abductions. 

· Don’t engage with strangers on the internet/ Facebook
· Two young ladies raised HT awareness by knocking at each door in their community and leaving them with a slip of paper with a cell number on to message if they suspected human trafficking was taking place. Over two weeks messages came in to warrant an investigation and a human trafficking ring operating in their community was uncovered.  

· A school also raised awareness and it was instrumental in saving a learner from being trafficked. 
Don’t stay silent - Report suspicious behaviour:  Call the TOLLFREE HUMAN TRAFFICKLING HOTLINE 0800 222 777

	SIGNS of TRAFFICKING: 
Evidence of being controlled: the person is accompanied by a controlling person, and does not speak on their own behalf. 

The person is transported to or from work; lives and works at the same place and is rarely allowed in public. – 

Lack of control over personal schedule: the person is not able to move freely or leave a job. For example a woman who works 24/7, sees an important number of clients and has no time for herself. 

Lack of control over money: the person is not able to keep the money earned. It is “withheld for safe-keeping”. Most of the time, the person owes debts to the employer. 

The person recently arrived in the country: they often don't speak the language, or only knows sex related words in English.  

Fear, depression and overly submissive behaviour: the person is frightened to talk to outsiders and authorities as a result of threats. 

 Poor health: Sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, pelvic pain and traumas, urinary difficulties, pregnancy resulting from rape and prostitution, infertility from chronic untreated STDs and unsafe abortions. Malnutrition and serious dental problems. 

Bruises, scars and other signs of physical abuse and torture: although, sex trafficked victims are often beaten in areas that won't damage their appearance, like their lower back. 

Substance abuse problems or addictions: the person is often coerced into drug use by her traffickers or turn to substance abuse to help cope with her dreadful situation. 

ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS:

Key questions: - What type of work do you do?  Are you getting paid to do your job? Do you actually receive payment or is your money being held for you?  Can you come and go as you please? Are you supervised when you are in public places?  How do you feel about the police?  Have you been threatened if you try to leave? Have you or your family been threatened?  Have you been physically harmed in anyway?  Have you ever been deprived of food, water, sleep or medical care? Do you have to ask permission to eat, sleep or go to the bathroom?  Are there any locks on your doors and windows so you cannot get out?  Has your identification or documentation been taken from you?  Is anyone forcing you to do anything that you do not want to do?

 BE AWARE: - Many victims have a strong sense of distrust, and often do not speak the language of the country.  Before questioning a person who may be a victim of sex trafficking, try to separate the person from the individual accompanying her/ him. This individual could be the trafficker, acting as spouse or any other family member. -  Evidences of possible “Stockholm” syndrome where kidnapped victims, over time, become sympathetic to their captors.,

In the case of CHILD sex trafficking: LOOK FOR (in addition to the above):

Child who does not trust adults – 

Child who is afraid of being deported by authorities – 

Child who seems to have an inappropriate behaviour towards male adults – 

Child who has a cell phone despite a lack of other basic belongings –

Child who travels alone or with a group of children accompanied by one adult who seems to guard them. 

ASK QUESTIONS, making sure that the child is approached in a manner that reflects his/her age, development, culture, and language. - Why did you come to (country’s name)? - Do you have any papers? Who has them? - Are you in school? Are you working? Can you leave if you want?  Where do you live? Who else lives there? Are you scared to leave? - Has anybody ever threatened you or your family, to keep you from running away?
 Sourced 0800222777.org.zaSOMETHING


The JUSTICE DESK: What is their mission?
   To​advocate, educate and equip in the area of Human Rights, Justice and Advocacy for all! 

Many people still don’t know about or have access to their fundamental Human Rights?
 We believe that by empowering ordinary people to understand and defend their Human Rights, they can    transform society and   create a more just and equal world.
In order to achieve this, we develop and offer: Education, training, bridging and advocacy initiatives across South-central Africa. 
We also work alongside civil society, NGOs, businesses, and governments to challenge and eliminate the root causes of injustice.
Since 2013, we have directly impacted the lives of over 20,600 people by working with vulnerable communities in order to empower them with the knowledge and skills needed to identify their challenges, and lead their own positive change. 
The Justice Desk's Human Trafficking Month works towards raising awareness to Human Trafficking in South Central Africa and across the globe. The campaign also focuses on creating opportunities for schools to be engaged in advocating against this grotesque human rights violation. 
If your school or group would like to take part in this campaign, email our Edu Coordinator on info@justicedesk.org. Each participating group will receive a complimentary information pack with activity breakdowns, resources and links. Please note that although this campaign usually runs through September, participants are welcome to use the campaign at any time that suits them.
The Justice Desk will continue to voice our strong disapproval of the growing number of reported human trafficking cases by hosting an annual awareness month every September.   www.justicedesk.org
AGM BUSINESS
3. Minutes of last meeting & matters arising.  Herman adopted the minutes and Marion seconded.  There were no matters arising.
4. Chairpersons Report – Nick Van Rooyen.  Nick thanked everyone present for their support and encouraged everyone to continue using the collective platforms to make a difference in their communities.  He thanked Janice and Colleen for the impressive Annual Report and for their high level of commitment to their work.  He encouraged them to keep doing what they were doing, saying  Janice’s monthly Coordinator’s Reports attest to the hectic amount of work they do. He particular liked the term “Active Citizenry” and what it implied.
5. Treasurers Report – Marion Thomas.  Marion attested to having challenges in getting our SARS numbers and PBO status which subsequently cost WCSCF some funding. But committed to following up on this aggressively to remedy it.  DSD has continued to generously fund the WCSCF once again, and we enjoy their support and partnership.  The Audited Financial Statements are available for perusal and will be circulated.  Any issues could be raised between the end of this meeting and the Special Meeting to take place next week, as we were not a quorate in this meeting.  It was proposed that the Members accept the Audited Financial Statement, ending March 2018, and this was done, Veronica and seconded by Danie.  The WCSCF will be seeking the services of a new Bookkeeper. Although it was agreed (and stated in the previous minutes) that our Auditors would be changed from Marx Gore to Nolans, it was clear from the AFS’s that this had not been acted upon by our Bookkeepers (who had suggested in originally).  It was proposed and accepted that we stick with Marx Gore into the next financial year.  Accepted by Nick and seconded by Herman.
6. WCSCF Coordinators report.  Once again a very busy year and a very different year from the last – as usual.
· Many policy making workshops attended, such as the National Plan of Action for Violence Against Women and Children (POA VAWC), submissions for WC Children’s Commissioner, 3rd Amendments to the Children’s Act (ensuring that wording is correct to protect vulnerable children), etc.
· CNOYO Youth Forum has covered great topics this year and although not growing bigger, has a steady following of faithfuls. The utilization of local community libraries for meetings has been a good move to spread the space availability.
· The DIC Forums have continued, with Annual WCSCF Training being on Continuous Trauma Informed Stratgies. 
· Networking has focused on growing the number of sub-forums.  Northern Suburbs have split into 2 – “Northern” and “Central North”.   We have new forums in Vrygrond and Lavender Hill.  Hout Bay wants us to assist them to start their own Child Protection Forum. We just waiting on DSD as we want them to be fully involved here as they are in the Deep South.  Cape Town CBD Sub-Forum has taken off again.
Two examples of well-functioning Sub-Forums are: Deep South (Marion) and North Central (Wilma) in Parow/ Bellville.  These are thriving because they have a local person coordinating the local forum.  This is the way we need to proceed with all Sub-Forums – it is not viable for me to coordinate all sub-forums  - we grow in Numbers (of sub-forums) and depth of effectiveness.  Our aim is to make existing forums more independent thus enabling WCSCF to create more sub-forums and building relationships with organisations such as Justice Desk. 
· Active citizenry: Empowering communities to challenging leaders, existing mechanisms and structures etc. Great examples of this is PAB (Philisa Abafazi Bethu) in Lavender Hill. They have a whole team of people the “Rene Roman” group physically going out and engaging with their community. Then we have Bijou in Parow and Elizabeth and these ladies are engaging in a huge way with their communities by creating safety hubs for the vulnerable children. 
· WCSCF is connecting with other networks working with vulnerable children and looking at our focus and their focus. We do a little of capacity building where as the CONNECT NETWORK does extensive capacity building. So we can leave the capacity building to them.
WCSCF shared a snippet of an encouraging email received from Brenda Wall (Masizama).
	“We would like to acknowledge the contribution that WCSCF has afforded the NGO sector in serving vulnerable children. The training programs that you arranged - provided more than capacity development opportunities. They created a platform to advocate for and debate key issues facing our sector, and at the same time provides a much needed networking forums for informal discussions.

On a personal note, I am CEO of a small NGO, based far away from the Metro, in the rural area of Kwanokuthula, in Eden District.  I sincerely value, the ‘partnership’ spirit with WCSCF. As an independent ‘player’ they have their feet on the ground and their ear to the grapevine. I do not hesitate to contact WCSCF to bounce off ideas or to ascertain what the word is on the grapevine.

Wishing the WCSCF continues to go from strength to strength.”


10. WCSCF Executive Nominations and Elections  

There were 11 member orgs present out of 32 including proxies.

List of Nominees are as follows:

1. Betty; CWSA

2. Marion; KBSJSRA

3. Herman; CAP
4. Wilma; VRCID

5. Nick; TEAHMO

6. Stacey
We received proxy votes:

Dawie Marais for Karolien Wesselink
Stacey Doorly-Jones for Wilma Piek
Brenda Wall proxy for Janice to be her proxy

Colleen Pietersen for Pam

Pat was asked to preside over the nominations and she suggested that since there were only 6 names why we didn’t nominate people en masse.
Since we are not a quorum today we must have another Special meeting within the 7 days window period.  Irrespective of how many pitch we must meet to sign off.  The date for the special meeting is the 19th September at 10am.
Nick asked permission from the members wrt the portfolios of execs and if the execs could sort it out themselves.
That concluded point number 10.
11. Any other business

12. Next AGM

13. Refreshments and Networking
Signatures: 

Meeting Chair:  




    Another Exec Present:   




Enquiries:   Janice King (WCSCF Director)    Cell: 072 4500 456
  Email:  wcstreetchild@gmail.com
