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 Western Cape Street Children’s Forum
MINUTES OF THE WCSCF Monthly Meeting
 

Wednesday 25th January 2017, 10h00–12h00 

@ Salesian Institute, Somerset Road
ATTENDANCE:   Nick Van Rooyen (Teahmo),) Headman Siralala (CCID), Allen Grant (ADP Leliebloem),  Abdul Kerbelker (CIDC), Karen Bailey (CIDC), Marian Thomas (KBSJSRA), Elarna Siljeur (DSD Metro South),  Wilma Piek (VRCID), Isobel Swarts (Badisa Elsies River),  Joseph Maganga (CCID),  Pat Eddy (CCID),  Charmaine Stephens (Leliebloem), Ayanda Mntwapi (Leliebloem), Capt. Knapp (Muizenberg SAPS), Madelein Julies (Retreat SOA/DSD), Patricia Brite-Smith (ACVV Camps Bay), Colleen Brookes-Gain (WCSCF) and Janice King (WCSCF)
APOLOGIES:  Seung Young Jung (Hope Link Library), Pam Jackson (Ons Plek), Herman Smit (CAP), Emma Heisten (TPA), Stacey Doorley-Jones (2nd Chance Trust), Sandra Collins (SA Kinderhuis), Eddie Thesen (NACCW).

1. WELCOME.  Nick welcomed everyone and introductions went around the room
2. Minutes of last meeting & matters arising.  All read the minutes of the previous meeting.  Nick proposed  and as she was the only other person there from last month, Janice seconded it.
Agenda Points Added:  

· Indaba, making possible decisions

3. Feedback from WCSCF Coordinator.

· Upcoming meetings for the regional forums have been sent off to everyone via email.
· Laura from Stop Poverty couldn’t make it for today but will be at the Northern Suburbs meeting (15th February 2017).  
Brief overview of Stop Poverty: It was started in Uruguay; it is a tool households can use to self-assess their levels of poverty, based on 50 poverty indicators .  Using Traffic light colours, they answer a survey assessing where their poverty levels lie, and then can clearly see which areas they are rich in (green), which areas they are struggling in  (red).  Seeing the facts so simply laid out, families find it very encouraging to discover they are not as ‘poor’ as they thought, and that changing red or oranges to green’s is not as complicated as it seemed.  Many orgsanisations and business are starntig to use this tool with amazing results – it is thought that Drop In Centres and schools could put this to good use.  Perhaps WCSCF can become a member. Can be investigated to see how it could work.
· At the WCSCF Meeting on the 15th March, Alistair Mather (WCED) will be speaking on the new National 3 Streams Model, a skills curriculum in the process of being piloted from Grade 6 in various schools.  The aim of the model is to reintroduce skills training into schools to reduce the school drop-out rate and give learners more options and chance to complete their Secondary education and be better prepared for possible employment.   Herman Smit (CAP Swellendam), one of our Exec Members, is involved with one of these schools and any schools interested in being a part of this should attend the next meeting or contact Alistair directly for more information. 
4. View on the street – feeback from roleplayers

CAMPS BAY:  Brit-Smith (ACVV) is the Social Work Supervisor overseeing the Camps Bay area. They have recently been appointed due to the number of children living working and begging on the streets long term in Camps Bay.  This is a hotspot due to the availability of money from tourists. Most of the children are from the Netreg area and about 10 children are currently being assessed. Janice mentioned that the Camps Bay Street Children’s Forum, operating in 2014/15, was working with about 25 children. She can share this list with Patricia to assess whether it is the same children currently operating in the area, thereby providing more history to the cases. 
CAPE TOWN: Pat said that they had seen a drastic decrease in children on the street.  The biggest current challenges were moms addicted to substances, begging with their children.  CCIDs main concern was for the children as the moms were not interested in intervention.  This situation needed constant assessing.  Regarding Street Children, things were going better with Fieldworkers walking children to the DSD office and CCID really working hard to build a solid relationship with DSD.  There are 4 cases pending;  unfortunately 4 children were released after a rather short period.  It is  very disturbing to see Ashwin, who the system failed to assist while he was a child, now 19 and still begging at the robots in the CBD.

FAR SOUTH:  Marian said that their relationship with DSD was also improving. December holidays they had to resort to rattling the chains of DSD as they were coming into contact with the same children repeatedly and businesses were getting very frustrated. In Muizenberg, there ared 6 children sleeping on the street, using TIK and sniffing glue, between the ages 9 – 14yrs of age.  The moms of these children had been to see Marian and sought intervention as they cannot manage them.  Marian discussed with DSD how best to remove these children to a place of safety.  A well planned operation to intervene was arranged (with a team consisting of 10 City’s guys, 2 DSD SW’s, 2 MID’s and 3 securities, purely Social development and not Law enforcement), but unfortunately the children were merely taken home and DSD was unable to follow up the next day due to low capacity.  Marion is unsure how to proceed without the full cooperation of a dedicated team from DSD to play their role.  

Janice mentioned that Warren Smith (DSD Probation officer, CT) used to use the new Substance Abuse Act to get the children into care who were using substances.  Perhaps Marion could check if DSD Fish Hoek has a probation officer and look into this option.  Lindelani does have the Substance Abuse Matrix Programme, but the child needs to be palced by a Designated Social Worker.
METRO SOUTH:  Madeline said that they removed 2 children off the street in Retreat who had reported paedolphile activity.  They used to be day strollers who were now sleeping on the street.  They said they are doing group work working with Village Care in Lavender Hill,  where they have also met with the parents of 4 children.  She emphasized that Designated Social Workers must have evidence of the children being in need of care and protection for the Presiding Officer at Court, otherwise the cases get thrown out.  The challenges they experience in Child Protection services were with parents who attends the 1st session, don’t show up for the 2nd session but then appear at the 3rd session saying that they can’t cope with the children anymore.

Janice asked what happens to evidence collected for year by fieldworkers and CID’s as this never seems to be made use of?   This was not answered.
Elarna said they have a case of a 19yr old, who had no sense of belonging as the grandma was abusive. They didn’t want to put her in a place where she couldn’t develop.  Pat said they had the same problem; the system just doesn’t make allowances for this.  Janice suggested they get in contact with Mamelani WHO works with youth of this age.

· Wilma mentioned an organisation called Echo Youth Development that was started in Pretoria – they will work with any young person, girl or boy. They are now working in CT in churches in Bloubergstrand/Stellenbosch. Contact person:  NEIL STEYN 084 688 1080, email neilsteyn2@gmail.com
· Wilma also mentioned Denise from Kyrios who also works with children on the street and it would be great to connect her.

· Abdul said Chrysalis Academy initially worked with youth at risk but now only takes stable children coming out of institutions.  They do a 3 month course and participants receive a stipend. 
· Elarna mentioned Community Safety who also offers courses and stipends.  Wilma said she felt that Community Safety needs to be held accountable as some beneficiaries doing a course in hairdressing in the CIDS seemed to be stuck without taxi fare due to their stipends being paid out late.  After the 3 month course the youth go back to where they come from with no other future plans.  Elarna replied that that the courses were really about giving them a taste of what it would be like to work, which has benefit.  The onus rested on the youth to find their way after that.

NORTHERN SUBURBS:  Wilma mentioned a foreign lady called Bijou who was running a type of ECD Drop in Centre and had succeeded in getting 6 young children off the street.  She was ‘fostering’ the children herself due to lack of other options.  Wilma said that most of the street children in Parow, the ones who had unsuccessfully been through the system, were now involved in criminal activities.

CLAREMONT:  Abdul said that they didn’t have a problem in the Claremont CBD and if a child was spotted, they called Badisa and the ball would start to roll.  The main problem are is MacDonald’s near Kenilworth Centre and nobody seemed to be taking responsibility for that.  He said the CPF needed a refresher because station commanders change constantly. Janice to connect Abdul to the manager of MacDonald’s KC and their Whatsapp group and give him the history of recent intervention done there.

A new trend was that parents would come to the Claremont mosque on a Friday to beg and he has asked the mosques not to give but to give to organisations instead.  Pat said the same problem existed in the CBD on a Friday at the mosque;  Marion said also in the KBSJ SRA at the churches on Sundays.
5. Any other business:
INDABA.  Nick said  the issues and challenges we spoken about today, point again to the need for an Indaba, where rolepayers from all levels can have time to speak / connect and together work towards solutions.  We can network about what we have/ what we don’t have, what we need, how to connect “the higher ups” and those on the ground who seem to have a disconnect - pinpoint key people (“powers that be”bigwigs need to  hear feedback from the SW’s who feel so powerless), etc.
Not sure of dates yet, but possibilities are: perhaps a roadshow to cover all the regions; to compile a report/ document; create a working committee.  DSD and BADISA should see it as a safe space where they can put there challenges on the table.  Janice can set up structure of the meetings.  Nick said that when we get an invite to please make an effort to attend.  

WCSCF STRATEGIC PLANNING.  WCSCF was having an Exec Strategic Planning meeting this Saturday with Susan Farrell.  Nick will give feedback at the next meeting.  He thanked everyone for their time.

6. Next meeting:  17th May
Enquiries:   Janice Sparg (WCSCF Coordinator)    Cell: 072 4500 456
  Email:  wcstreetchild@gmail.com
