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 Western Cape Street Children’s Forum
MINUTES OF NORTHERN SUBURB
 

Tuesday, 19th September 2017, 9:00am – 10:45
@ Durbanville Council Chambers
ATTENDANCE:  Vanessa Brink (Badisa Trio), Melissa Weber(CoCT), Caritha Randall (Badisa), Magdalena Koch (Durbanville Kinderhuis), Wendy Bosse (Olympians),  Zellie Spinder (Olympians),  Amber-Rose Canfield (Badisa Scottsdene), Lorraine Waterboer (Badisa Scottsdene),  Colleen Brookes-Gain (WCSCF) and  Janice King (WCSCF)
APOLOGIES:
Jonathan Mqobongo (DSD Child Protection), Nandi Myberg, Elzane Basson (Badisa Trio), 
                             Stacey Doorly-Jones (2nd Chance), Nick van Rooyen (Teahmo), Jessica Horn (WC DSD)
1. WELCOME.  
Janice welcomed all and invited the participants to bring their banners etc to the meetings. Janice motivated everyone to read the extract in the AGM minutes on Valdie van Reenen Leroux, Director of the Trauma Centre, who was the guest speaker at the WCSCF AGM.  Valdie has a PHD on Post-Colonial Feminism and is on a quest to get a Commission of Inquiry into Safety of children in WC.   She believes that violence on children has been normalized.  Premier Zille proposes to do a small research on 6 children only but Valdie maintains that it would not be sufficient as there had been over 35 child murders in this year thus far.  [Now up to76 (18.11.2017)]   About 15 NGO’s are lobbying for the petition for a full inquiry to be done so that all the different kinds of child murders are looked into as well.   SC would be one of those groups. Children kidnapped raped, murdered and dumped would be another kind of murder, Femicide where mothers kill their babies would also be a different one. They want each type of murder/vulnerablity to be investigated thoroughly.  Janice motivated all present to sign the petition for the Commission of Inquiry and asked if they could take the petitions with them to other meetings to garner more signatures.
2. GROUP FEEDBACK. 
Wendy:  They recently had the SA Wrestling Champs at Turffontein Johannesburg.  Out of the Olympians, 24 who were chosen. They also have 6 children from DCH part of this group. These children will be flying and staying in a hotel, an altogether great experience for children who hasn’t ever experienced this.
Magdalena:  ‘M’, one of the children from DCH who had attended to international climbing competition, was back from Austria - she did well. She was 47th out of group of 90 girls and 87 boys.  She was the only one from SA who touched the top of the wall.  She had the unique experience of seeing how big the world is, having the exposure of a different culture, living in a hotel, eating different kind of foods etc. She had a bad episode when they didn’t have the correct papers at OR Tambo. It ended well. They had a boy also leaving for Pretoria the following Friday.  Children’s Homes are in the fortunate position of giving these opportunities to these children and making the world bigger for the children. 
Caritha says she tries her best to keep in contact once the children have been placed as she believes that you are the vital link to the outside world for them.   She emphasises to children about the opportunities on offer once you are at the Children’s Homes.  A SC ‘C’ was taken off the street.  Her mother had died and she was staying with her aunt. She was placed at St Georges Home and is thriving.
3. CURRENT ISSUES ON THE  STREET.
Caritha: Found a mom drunk with a baby on the breast and 3 more children.  The mom was invited to come for restoration but the mom has not once visited her children and they will be going into the system.  The mom doesn’t want to cooperate and doesn’t want help.  This is so sad.  Not one of the children is registered and neither is the mom.  The mom didn’t find it in herself to want to be helped.
Picked up 2 boys, ‘SN’ and a friend from Fisantekraal.  She dropped him at the CYCC and he stood at the door, said it’s not for him and he upped and left.  They hang around soup kitchens etc where people report them.  She now feels that they want to be seen but not caught.
FOSTER CARE:
Janice:  Is foster care a problem?
Caritha:  For babies it’s not a problem but children from the age 6,8, 12 its problematic.  We talk in the churches all the time but we don’t get a good response.
Janice:  Asked about foster care campaigns?
Melissa offered to speak to Theresa.
Wendy:  Foster parents need to be told that they are not taking on a ball but a child or children with trauma and at the age of 13 they are liable to act out.
Caritha:  Foster parents are making Social Services out to be the Bogeymen.  We have seen how they scare the children which doesn’t help the situation much.
Being a foster parent is difficult because you are not their mom, something they do tell you to your face.
Wendy:  Feedback on a 13 year old.  This child was at a safe house but she left -jumped over the wall and was brought back dead drunk.  She jumped over the wall again.  This time she got raped, was brought back again.  Her rape was part of her initiation into a gang.  She also got stabbed in the leg.  She ran away again and became part of a gang where her initiation was also to shoot someone.  Lindelani was called and Emma was consulted and was discovered that Lindelani was sitting with 200 children that needed placement.  She needed a secure place that will prevent her from running away again. A place was found for her at Ons Plek.  It feels like if another home is opened it would be full in no time and the problem would begin all over again.   
Janice:  Ons Plek is a relatively secure facility and they have smaller groups to give individual attention.  Hoping she will settle there and feel safe.
FIANTEKRAAL
Caritha:  Feels that Fisantekraal moral fiber is rather very thin. If the schools were to function properly and become the safe place for these children, then the situation would be a bit better.   Another 20k people will be moving into the new sections in Fisantekraal.  Population, especially backyard dwellers, were growing way too fast.  She is the only statutory SW in Fisantekraal with Vanessa SAW and the orgs in the community.  We need at least 15-20 SW in Fisantekraal and schools need a full time Sworker.
Wendy:  We find that from Grade 2 children are becoming a problem.  
Janice:  asked if there was a Drop In Centre of any kind in Fisantekraal.  Bijou, a Congolese lady who works with street children lives in Parow.  She works with SC from her home doing absolutely marvelous work and has the staff and the children to run a DIC but they just can’t seem to find a venue.   This is urgently sought, but for ages not, no success has been made in finding anywhere
*A DIC is an Early Intervention Non- residential Centre for children who live at home but are being neglected/abused and take to the streets.  They need early intervention  ASAP.  WCape currently has 12 DIC’s and the Eden Karoo just their training on Continuous Trauma – most children in communities are being subjected to lifestyles of continuous trauma.  The training involved understanding and learning trauma informed strategies.  A DIC also has extensive holiday programs.
Wendy:  One of their future projects is to have a shelter where parents can be housed for a year and receive every intervention possible to motivate the mom to get a job and get on their feet.  The Ark also has the same and they house both the mom and children but the minute they find a job then they have one month to move off the premises.  Of course, there is a massive shortage of affordable housing, so what happens then, is that nobody looks for work, because then it renders them homeless.  We don’t want that.  We want to motivate and support the parents to become self-sufficient, in a secure situation. 

HOUSING
Janice:  Asked if anyone had heard of Reclaim the City. Woodstock hospital was standing fallow for the last 10 years, with the electricity and water was still.  One of the security guards was renting out the one block for his own profit.  The second block was a day hospital, but the third was completely empty – also with the lights and water still working fine!  Once Tafelberg site was refused for Affordable Housing, Reclaim the City took ossuptation of the third block.  But there has to date been no response from the city, who seems not to take any responsibility for managing city property – despite people desperately needing housing.  And there is this big place with so many rooms just standing empty.  After they moved in, they expected to be thrown out etc. and were prepared to make a nice scene about it - but nobody has bothered them to date.   The problem is thought to be that the land is ‘worth’ so much.  But who decides that? Reclaim the City’s slogan is “Land for People, not for profit!” 
Melissa said that the City had recently announced plans to build affordable housing within 5kms of the CBD.
4. NEW NORTHERN SUBURBS COORDINATORS REQUEST.  Janice asked if anyone was willing to coordinate the NS meetings.  It made sense for someone from the area to coordinate the meetings.  Everyone said they would prefer that Janice remain as chair considering she is well networked and connected.
5. WCSCF FEEDBACK ON ANNUAL DIC TRAINING
Amazing training!  People were sitting in that training and their eyes were just opened up completely wrt how trauma affects the brain. The way it works is that there are 3 areas of the brain – the brainstem, the limbic system and the neocortex.  And the brain develops from the bottom up. The brains stem is to look after all the physical instincts of survival, eating etc. the limbic analyses all emotions and sends to the neocortex where all logic reasoning imagining takes place. But what happens if you are living with continuous trauma?  Then the limbic system and the brain stem stay in flight-fight-freeze mode.  The neocortex shuts down. When you look at children who are in that mode they are edgy and restless etc.  They can’t function because they are not in thinking mode. If this is happening everyday then the neocortex cannot develop. 

 We need to have this training in every school for the teachers and every single social service professional should have this training.
Magdelana said that this has made her think of the Continuous trauma that adults working with children also go through.  How can they function if they are in flight-fight-freeze mode and that’s where they get edgy with the children in their care?

Caritha: Many educators are extremely traumised as well and this training would help them too.
Janice: The training is broken up into segments and also deals with self-development, allowing delegates to process their own trauma, before they can work with someone else’s trauma.    R-Cubed = Restore Rebuild Reflect - decided not to be a NGO because they want to be sustainable and train corporates who fund them to train schools. This is an extremely good resource.
6. Next Meeting:    21st November 2017

Signatures: 

Meeting Chair  




    Another Exec Present:   




Enquiries:   Janice King (WCSCF Coordinator)    Cell: 072 4500 456

  Email:  wcstreetchild@gmail.com
